
 

Notice of Intent to Award a Sole Source Contract 
CommonLit - May 2019 

 
Washington Leadership Academy intends to award a sole source contract to CommonLit for modular 
English Language Arts curriculum development on a pre-existing open-source platform.  
 
Background on CommonLit: CommonLit operates an award-winning, research-based, free online 
reading program for grades 3-12. Common Lit offer standards-aligned OER literacy resources, digital 
formative assessment tools, and differentiated supports for struggling readers and English Language 
Learners. Its platform reaches over 4.2 million teachers and students in over 42,000 schools; 73% are 
Title I, low-income. Our supporters include AT&T, the U.S. Department of Education (Innovative 
Approaches to Literacy), the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (DC SOAR), Teach for 
America, the Epic Foundation, FastForward, and The Rock Foundation. 
 
Reason for Sole Source: CommonLit is the only non-profit, free, open-resource curriculum provider 
specializing in standards-aligned content for grades 6-12 that also already has a tech platform with 
millions of users. CommonLit’s current platform has grown tremendously popular over the last 
academic year. In the time since a WLA student first discovered CommonLit, it has quadrupled its 
number of registered users, and is currently adding about 35,000 new registered users per day. 
 
Using CommonLit.org, teachers can access a free digital library of OER for 3rd through 12th grade 
that includes: primary and secondary source documents, news articles, speeches, and literary texts 
organized by topic, historical time period, and standard. CommonLit identifies and prepares the texts, 
negotiates their copyright permissions, identifies their reading levels, and puts everything online for 
free. Each text and lesson set has text-dependent questions, paired passages, in-text vocabulary, related 
media, a parent guide, and discussion questions. When students answer questions through the 
CommonLit platform, the results are auto-graded and displayed in visual formats to teachers so they 
can use data to plan instructional next steps. The result is a framework for reading, thinking, and 
discussion that truly drives student engagement and integrates seamlessly into any existing secondary 
humanities curriculum. 
 
WLA believes that CommonLit is the only curriculum provider that could create rigorous, PARCC and 
SAT-aligned modular content and assessments for a competency-based curriculum that would be able 
to easily scale to millions of users. Further, because CommonLit team is local, there is more 
opportunity for collaboration, in person coaching, and professional development than other major 
curriculum retailers.  
 
 
 
 



 

Costs: The estimated total cost of this partnership is $801,536. WLA will be fundraising to help cover 
the cost of this contract. 

Item Estimates Price 

Curriculum & Content Development $261,000 

Product & Technology Development $377,500 

Fringe Benefits (Payroll taxes, healthcare, etc.) $80,079 

Other $16,000 

Indirect Costs $66,957 

Total Estimate $801,536 

 
 
Conflict of Interest: There is no conflict of interest between WLA Board Members or Staff and 
CommonLit. 
 
Further Information: If further information is needed, please reach out to Natalie Gould at 
ngould@wlapcs.org. 
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