
 

Notice of Intent to Award a Sole Source Contract 
CenterPoint Solutions - September 2018 

 
Washington Leadership Academy intends to award a sole source contract to CenterPoint Solutions for 
PARCC-aligned interim assessments and assessment items for measuring student progress in a 
formative and summative manner.  
 
Background on CenterPoint Education Solutions: CenterPoint Education Solutions is a nonprofit 
organization that partners with mission-aligned districts, states, schools, and leading organizations to 
support implementation of standards-based curriculum and instruction through aligned and 
high-quality systems of standards, curriculum, assessments and professional learning. Members of 
their team have supported the development of the Common Core Standards and led the development of 
the PARCC Assessments.  
 
CenterPoint offers a suite of classroom assessments and deep professional learning support that are 
designed to support educators and put all students on a path to success. Their Previ Learn assessments 
are computer based and include both diagnostic and interim assessments in English language arts 
(grades 3-11) and mathematics (grades 3-8, Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry). They are administered in 
seven states and the District of Columbia. Our custom aligned professional development is designed to 
uniquely address the assessments and the student results they generate. 
  
Reason for Sole Source: CenterPoint’s Previ Learn assessments are the only classroom assessments 
developed by the same leaders who built PARCC, ensuring an evidence-centered design model and 
utilizing the same quality item types and level of rigor. All items have been field tested to ensure 
quality and all passages have been reviewed to ensure they are the appropriate level of text complexity 
and free from bias. Previ Learn assessments are computer based and include both diagnostic and 
interim assessments. The diagnostics include seven subtests, including a computer adaptive 
mathematics comprehension component that allows personalization to individual student needs, a core 
focus area of WLA’s Academic Vision. The interim assessments include three forms per grade level 
and are crafted to accurately reflect progress towards the Common Core standards and the end of year 
PARCC Assessments. The Previ Learn suite of assessments is the only one of its kind as the 
assessments are intentionally designed to track student progress towards meeting the Common 
Core standards and the PARCC benchmarks. 
  
WLA believes that CenterPoint is the only assessment provider that has -  and will continue to - create 
rigorous PARCC aligned assessments for a competency-based curriculum that would be able to scale 
to millions of users. Since they are the original designers and developers of the PARCC assessment, 
CenterPoint’s staff is uniquely positioned to assist leaders at Washington Leadership Academy in 
measuring student achievement and growth via diagnostics and custom interim assessments in 
preparation for the PARCC assessments. CenterPoint will provide a bank of PARCC aligned practice 
items to be used for formative purposes, as well as offer guidance on potential cut scores and 



 

psychometric analyses to support decision-making using the data after each of the assessments have 
been completed. There are some companies that may have some knowledge in one of these arenas, but 
CenterPoint has deep expertise in each of them and is uniquely qualified to provide the requisite 
services to Washington Leadership Academy across the set of activities proposed. Furthermore, since 
CenterPoint is local, there is more opportunity for face to face coaching and professional development. 
 
 
Costs: The total cost of this partnership is $53,000. WLA will be fundraising to help cover the cost of 
this contract. 

Item Price 

Custom Interim Assessments to our Scope and Sequences $5,000 

400 PARCC Item Assessments for Algebra I and Geometry $48,000 

Total $53,000 

 
 
Conflict of Interest: There is no conflict of interest between WLA Board Members or Staff and 
CenterPoint, Inc. 
 
Further Information: If further information is needed, please reach out to Natalie Gould at 
ngould@wlapcs.org. 
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